BeFantastic Within@ FutureFantastic
Collaboratively Learn & Perform with AI & ML Technologies
With a Focus on the Climate Emergency

Are you a movement artist, performer, creative technologist, filmmaker or
photographer interested in incorporating Artificial Intelligence & Machine
Learning technologies into your practice?
Are you curious about how AI and performing arts can come together to amplify
the call to climate action?
If yes, we have an exciting opportunity! Read on to learn more.
Are you ready to BeFantastic Within?
Connect Now!

As part of the BeFantastic Within Fellowship program you will be offered:

●

Facetime with Experts in the Field:
You will have the opportunity to attend workshops offered by 5 mentors representing cutting edge practice
from India, UK and Germany.
You will also have access to established leaders in their fields through the BeFantastic Dialog Series.

●

Collaborate with a Creative Network:
You will be part of an invaluable network of up to 25 international professionals from the above mentioned
countries with an invitation to collaborate and propose interdisciplinary project ideas

●

Knowledge Sharing (Performance Art, Creative Technologies & Climate Change)
You will have access to lectures, workshops, peer discussions and resource packs dealing with the intricacies
of performing arts, the depths and breadth of AI and Art, and the nuances of climate change.

●

An opportunity to pitch for a production grant:
While we are unable to offer participants a fee to attend a 3 week primer session for networking and
knowledge sharing, you will have the opportunity to bid for a project idea with international collaborators in
response to the curatorial brief.
3 Selected proposals will receive:
● Close mentorship representing cutting edge practices from various geographies.
● Funding to develop an AI enabled performance art piece to be showcased at the FutureFantastic
Festival that will take place in Bengaluru in March 2023.

FAQs
What is FutureFantastic?
FutureFantastic is an ambitious festival conceptualized by Jaaga's BeFantastic (India), in association
with FutureEverything (UK), scheduled for March 2023 in Bangalore, India. The festival and its
programming is supported by the British Council.
FutureFantastic hopes to communicate the urgency of the climate emergency by leveraging the novelty
and, therefore, the public fascination of artwork that is created in collaboration with Artificial Intelligence.
It is the outcome of a series of international fellowships fostering creative exchange and collaboration
between emerging and seasoned artists and technologists from around the world, each focusing on the
thematic focus of climate action, through different forms of artistic practice like interactive installations
and performances. In its curation, it hopes to further the discourse around climate consciousness while
simultaneously informing its audiences of the possibilities augmented and artificial intelligences have to
offer. FutureFantastic will also feature artists and collectives whose practices have been pushing the
boundaries of TechArt in recent years. Complementing the exhibition of such artworks, would be various
kinds of programmes including dialog sessions and workshops with experts in the domain, that might
holistically communicate different aspects of the climate emergency to diverse audiences while
proliferating a certain degree of technological literacy.

What is BeFantastic Within?
BeFantastic Within proposes to bring together performing arts practitioners and creative
technologists to explore AI technologies and create provocative performance pieces amplified with
creative AI.
This fellowship enables artistic development, creative exchange and collaboration between
emerging and seasoned visual and performing artists from around the world, focussing on ideas
around interconnectedness, climate emergency and the role of art and digital innovation. It seeks to
push the boundaries of these new formats of work by bringing together the practitioners at the
forefront of this innovation in India and the UK.
Conceptual Brief:
It has been noted that with the strides made in technology in the last few centuries, humanity has compounded into a
geophysical force, with our activities influencing topographies, evolutionary pressures and most notably, the climate.
Within a century of unprecedented technological advancements and urbanization, it would seem humanity has fatally
wounded the planet that sustains it.
A multiplicity of intelligences is required to comprehend our path forward. The phenomenal growth of Artificial
Intelligence by the side of the climate emergency reveals a possibility of offsetting the scope of damage perpetuated
by the Industrial Revolution and its discontents. The question remains to be that of harnessing all possible neural
networks to contemplate the crisis.

What are the components of BeFantastic Within?
BeFantastic Within has three components:
1. CoLab
Primer (16th May-3rd Jun 2022):
The Primer is an online space for a network of selected international peers to engage in
collaborative learning and making in response to the curatorial provocation on the
climate emergency.
A series of asynchronous self learning modules and simple exercises, will bolster the
synchronous, facilitated, discursive sessions where global mentors and participants
discuss and debate the content, and come together in small groups to understand each
other’s backgrounds, skills and potential overlaps for collaborations.
Through the primer workshop, participants will be encouraged to commit to groups
(between 3-5 members each) and formulate a proposal to apply for a mentored,
deep-dive Masters module towards a showcasing at the FutureFantastic Festival, in
Bengaluru March 2023.
Master (3rd Aug 2022 - 20th Jan 2023):
Primer participants will apply for the Masters Program through collaborative group
project proposals. Only groups representing successful proposals will be invited to attend
the Masters sessions and work towards the FutureFantastic Festival in March 2023.
Proposals will be chosen based on the strength of its idea, incorporation of AI & ML skills
learnt, responses to the curatorial thematic of climate emergency and the commitment
toward this new medium (AI + Performing Art).
Mentors from India, UK, and Germany will be on the jury to select groups they will mentor
through the Master’s session. Mentors will work closely with their groups of Fellows to
develop techart works worthy of showcasing at the Festival.
2. Dialog
Participants will attend a series of public dialogues by international experts to debate and
discuss the nascent field of AI and art, with the aspiring practitioners and general audiences.
Click here to watch previous Dialogs.

3. Showcase
Preview Online Showcase of Ideas (June 23rd)
At the end of the Primer we will organize a preview online ‘Showcase of ideas’ for an
invited audience to convene around our experiments and explorations.
The FutureFantastic Festival (23rd-26th March 2023)
A culmination of the program that includes a physical showcasing of the performances
developed by the selected groups through the mentored Master sessions.
To impress the curatorial theme of the climate crisis and engage diverse global and local
audiences in new and experimental forms of TechArt, the Showcase events are open to
all participants, as well as the wider public.
Click here to explore previous Showcases.

What are the important dates of the program (2022-2023)?
TIMELINE
2022

ACTIVITY

2023

FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR

Workshops
Primer Workshops
(25 Candidates)

16-

-3

Proposal submission by
groups

18

Review by Mentors

1830
120

Announcement of
commissioned piece(s)
Master Workshops
(Mentorship on Project
Making +Clinics) (3 groups)

312

211

1120

Showcase & Dialog
Show
Online Showcase of Ideas
Rehearsal Presentation
(Invited audience)
Final performance @FF

23
11
23

Dialog
Dialog #1 (Creating TechArt)
Dialog #2 (TechArt + Climate)

12
9

Dialog #3 (TBD)
Dialog #4 (TBD)

23

Dialog @ Festival

Participant attendance at Dialog sessions is highly recommended.

What are the time commitments & deliverables?
0) Prep
We estimate 8-10 hours of prep work before the Program starts. The Resource Packs and
Asynchronous Learning Modules will be provided well in advance for participants to go through.
All participants are required to prepare an 8 minute Pecha Kucha presentation of their previous
work and will be invited to present it during Week 1 of the Primer session.
1) Primer (May 16th to 3rd June 2022)
All selected participants irrespective of background and expertise are required to commit to the
mandated online synchronous sessions and to doing the required independent work.
Synchronous Sessions:
The Primer sessions will run from Monday to Friday, the timings are as follows:

ACTIVITY TIME BY COUNTRY

Timezone

Start

End

India

(IST)

2.30pm

6.00pm

UK

(BST)

9.00am

12.30pm

Germany

(CET)

10:00am

1:30pm

2 units of 1.5 hours have been programmed per day with a 30 minute break in between. Some of
these units are mandatory and others are optional as per your interests. The detailed calendar will
be made available upon admission into the program.
Participants must commit to a minimum of 35 hours of synchronous sessions over the course of
the 3 week Primer.

Asynchronous work:
●
●
●
●

Upto 2 hours weekly to document your learning journey through blog entries. A minimum
of 1 blog entry is expected per week, totalling 3 entries over the Primer.
Mentor assignment prep
Participants will be scheduled to make a quick 3 minute presentation of their AI
experiments in Week 2 of the Primer.
To seek potential collaborators within the cohort and draft a proposal

2) Master ( 3rd August 2022- 20th Jan 2023)
Selected groups must attend the Master mentor sessions and do the required group work to
develop their pieces towards the final performance at the FutureFantastic Festival in March 2023.
Synchronous Sessions:
Approximately 6 hours within the 3 windows of time (mentioned in the calendar above) will be
scheduled with the Mentors, totalling 18 hours.
Clinics with tech experts will also be made available and optional for any additional support.
Peer engagement and review of developing works amounting to approximately 6 hours.
Asynchronous Work:
●
●

Groups will be expected to convene beyond the synchronous Mentor sessions as needed
to develop and rehearse the pieces for the FutureFantastic festival.
Progress Updates as weekly blog posts

3) Dialogs (Dates mentioned in table above):
It is recommended that participants attend all Dialog sessions offered by BeFantastic over the
course of the program. Each Dialog session runs for 2 hours.

4) Showcases (Online: 23rd Jun | Offline: 23-26th March):
All participants must be present for the online showcasing of their ideas on the 23rd of Jun 2022.
The session will be programmed for 2 hours.
For the FutureFantastic festival that is tentatively scheduled for 23-26 March 2023 and will take
place in Bengaluru, India. Performing artists of the successful groups will have to be present.
International collaborators will be invited to be present depending on the possibilities of travel
grants and funding.

Who are the Mentors?
Madhu Nataraj | INDIA
Founder & Director
STEM Dance Kampni
https://stemdancekampni.in/i
ndex.php/kampni/

Jake Elwes | UK
Visiting Lecturer
Slade School of Fine Art
(UCL), London
https://www.jakeelwes.com/i
ndex.html
Björn Lengers | GERMANY
Co-Founder
CyberRäuber
http://wp11159761.server-he.
de/vtheater/en/home-2/
Hasan S | INDIA
Creative Tech Lead
BeFantastic
www.github.com/curiouswala

Climate Mentor | INDIA
TBD

Award winning Choreographer, arts entrepreneur, curator
and educator - Madhu, believes in populating the public
domain through the expressive and transformative power of
movement arts. She has collaborated with important
design, cultural, philanthropic, corporate and academic
organizations, performing in and traveling in over 50
countries, with over 300 choreographies to her credit.
Madhu trained in Kathak under her mother, the legendary
Guru-Dr Maya Rao & studied Contemporary dance in New
York. In 1995, she founded –The STEM
(Space.Time.Energy.Movement) Dance Kampni- comprising
verticals of training, performance, documentation and
outreach. She also heads India’s premier dance education
centre- The Natya Institute of Kathak & Choreography.
Jake Elwes is a media artist living and working in London.
They studied at The Slade School of Fine Art, UCL
(2013-17). Recent works explore their research into
machine learning and artificial intelligence. Their practice
looks for poetry and narrative in the success and failures of
these systems, while also investigating and questioning the
code and ethics behind them. Their current works in the Zizi
Project explore AI bias by queering datasets with drag
performers which simultaneously demystify and subvert AI
systems.
Björn Lengers along with Marcel Karnapke, are a fringe
theatre group which aims to bridge the gap between
classical theatre and new, digital media like virtual reality.
Their project “CyberRäuber” (Friedrich Schiller’s “The
Robbers” in VR) started in May 2016 and has now opened
up to work with other theatre creators and artists, adding to
their repertoire. They show their work as theatre
installations, as plays you can visit.
Hasan is a self-taught technologist who started his career
in cybersecurity research by publishing about insecurities in
Antivirus and Surveillance systems at the age of 18. He has
a passion for teaching and has worked as a trainer across
the country in various universities. He is a strong believer in
the DIY & open-source movements. A Coding Challenge
winner, Hasan has now started working as a Tech Artist,
using AI, Electronics and code as his primary medium.

Is there a fee to attend?
The fellowship is free to attend, but unfortunately we can’t offer a fee to participants. However, selected
proposals emerging from the Primer session will receive funding towards a showcasing in March 2023.

Who can apply?
● Movement Artists, Performers, Choreographers, Creative Directors based in India
● Creative Technologists from India, UK or Germany
● Filmmakers and Photographers from India, UK or Germany
If you have at least three to preferably five years of experience in your specific field and can commit to
the dates and timelines mentioned above, you are eligible to participate in the program.
● You are also required to have the following technical support:
○ A computer (desktop or laptop) manufactured on or after 2015
○ Computers must have minimum 8GB RAM
○ Webcam & mic (internal or external) + headphones
○ Reliable broadband internet connection (minimum 8 MBS)
○ Smartphone - Android (Model 7 or above) / iOS (Model 6 or above)

How do I apply?
Apply online via this application form
The online application form will take about 30 minutes to complete. Applications must be filled in English
and submitted by 11.59pm IST on 15th April 2022 . Successful applicants will be notified on the week
commencing 25th April 2022.

What does the application need?
● A Curriculum Vitae (CV) as a PDF.
● A Statement of Purpose outlining how this program will influence your current practice. (200 words)
● A visual representation of your previous work in the form of a portfolio, website/link to a website, or PDF
(not more than 10MB) must be submitted with your application.
● Please tell us about your previous collaborative projects. What was one key learning from the process?
What are the skills and attitudes you can contribute? (250 words)

What are the evaluation criteria?
Eligible application will be assessed according to the following criteria:
● Strength of your professional career as a performance artist, creative technologist or filmmaker as
evidenced in your sample of works and resume/CV
● Strength of statement of purpose for applying to this fellowship as it influences to your trajectory as a
practitioner
● The value you place on collaboration as a mode of art making

If you have any questions or concerns please reach out to us at coordinator@jaaga.in
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